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A Place To Belong!  
 

 

What A Fellowship!  Trustee Linda Williams  

I have had great times 

fellowshipping at SBC!  

Church picnics--having fun 

(Bingo, Desserts, Contests) 

and relaxation in the sun, 

observing the kids playing on 

the bouncers, running and 

playing; and them never 

getting tired.  Laughing at the 

adults, who are the overseers 

of the childrenédead tired! 

 

We have so many 

opportunities in life to build 

friendships through 

fellowship. Some of those 

friendships are nurtured and 

blossom. While others 

crumble and fade away. 

 

Those relationships that are 

nurtured and true encourage 

people to think about you 

when youôre not around. 

They will check on you 

when youôre going through 

those tough times in life. 

Theyôre happy when you 

have blessings in your life. 

 

It's precious and, yet 

difficult to form the perfect 

words to describe 

fellowship.  

 

Romans 12:15 states, 

"Rejoice with them that do 

rejoice, and weep with them 

that weep". 

 

Fellowship is therapeutic 

and helps us to redirect our 

attention back to the 

mission of Christian 

brotherly love and leading 

the lost souls to Christ. 

Okay, I know youôre asking 

yourself ñhow will this 

redirect our attentions back to 

the mission of the Church?ò  

Well I'm glad you asked. 

When you are fellowshipping 

with your brother or sister you 

allow the lost to see the 

support and safety you have in 

Christ.  This may result in an 

opportunity to share your 

testimony with them about the 

love, grace, and mercy that 

God has shown you 

throughout your lifeð with a 

view toward leading them to 

Christ. 
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35 A good 

man out of 
the good 

treasure of 
the heart 

b r i n g e t h 

forth good 
things: and 

an evil man 

out of the evil 
t r e a s u r e 

bringeth forth evil things. 36 But I say 
unto you, That every idle word that men 

shall speak, they shall give account 

thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by 
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 

thy words thou shalt be condemned 

(Matthew 12:35-37). 

In recent years, our society has been 

introduced to many tools of 

communication via the internet.  We 

have been infiltrated and bombarded by 

Black Planet, Myspace, Twitter and now 

Facebook.  It seems that just about 

everyone I know would send e-mails 

inviting me to join one of these 

networks.  For quite some time I had 

been reluctant to venture out and join 

any of these networks.  Then, it was 

really amazing, when I found out that 

pastors whom I greatly respect have 

Facebook profiles of their own.  So 

about a month ago, I finally decided to 

overcome my reluctance and joined 

Facebook. 

I found Facebook to be an exciting 

network.  Since joining, I have had the 

welcomed opportunity to reconnect to 

distant family members, former 

classmates and old friends.  There also 

came the opportunity to stay connected 

and communicate with so many others 

almost effortlessly.  People are allowed 

to promote events, share news, whether 

it is good or bad, and show their support 

for what they believe in.  As God would 

have it, I also began to see that Facebook 

can be used as a tool for performing 
ministry and promoting the Kingdom of 

God.  Oh, by the way, I also found that 

Facebook, if you are not careful, can 

become addictive.  It confirms one 

thing for certain and that is we are 

truly living in the Information Age. 

I welcomed the ability to share 

information with others who have 

profiles on Facebook.  There are those 

who share humor.  There are those 

who discuss current events that affect 

all of us.  There are those who 

challenge us to consider our walk with 

the Lord on a daily basis.  There are 

those who give words of 

encouragement.  And then, I found that 

there are those who believe in 

speaking their minds.  It is one thing to 

be openly opinionated, but do we have 

the right to fully express ourselves 

without any concern as to the possible 

consequences. 

If any man among you seem to be 

religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 

but deceiveth his own heart, this man's 

religion is vain (James 1:26). 

I began to find the use of profanity on 

Facebook.  Well, when it comes to 

those who are of the world, you would 

like to expect better, but you donôt.  

However, when it comes to those who 

are professed Christians, you do 

expect better.  You expect the restraint 

from using profanity.  You would 

expect the avoidance of confusion, 

malice and negativity.  You would 

expect that Christians would 

remember that what we say and write 

is a reflection to the world of who we 

are in God. 

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that 

I sin not with my tongue: I will keep 
my mouth with a bridle, while the 

wicked is before me (Psalm 39:1). 

Some have even used Facebook as a 

vessel through which to ridicule and 

defame the reputations of others.  And 

maybe there should be some 

consideration in regards to making 
false statements or false accusations 

about someone.  When it is spoken, it 

is slander.  However, when it is written 

(which means itôs easy to document), it 

is called libel, for which you can be 

sued. 
 

No weapon that is formed against thee 

shall prosper; and every tongue that 

shall rise against thee in judgment thou 

shalt condemn  (Isaiah 54:17a). 

There should also be consideration given 

by those who serve in positions of 

leadership in the church.  When we 

communicate on Facebook are we truly 

upholding our responsibility of setting an 

example for others to follow?  Will your 

postings cause someone to ask whether 

or not you are truly walking within the 

expectation of your calling?  Are you 

allowing for others to legitimately 

question whether or not you are truly the 

person that you profess to be?  Are you 

presenting yourself in such a way that it 

could be questioned as to whether  God 

is really pleased with your 

communications?  Yes, I do question 

what I have seen posted by some so-

called, seemingly self-appointed leaders, 

but donôt lose sight of the fact that as 

members of the laity or non-leaders that 

you are still accountable unto God.  

Oftentimes, we allow others to believe 

that as a leader God places a greater 

expectation upon you.  Letôs not be 

confused.  Leaders have greater 

responsibilities placed upon them, but 

we are all called to the same high 

standard of Christian living. 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 

from speaking guile  (Psalm 34:13). 

The mouth of the just bringeth forth 
wisdom: but the froward tongue shall be 

cut out. The lips of the righteous know 

what is acceptable: but the mouth of the 
wicked speaketh frowardness (Proverbs 

10:31-32). 
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"I am a young person and its hard sometimes to express how I feel. I have been 

through a lot of things in my life and I feel as if no one understands or listens. 

Now, being in high school, my largest worry has been graduation and what 

happens next. I have seen most of my friends drop off into things that will kill them if they don't stop. People ask me why I 

have changed, I tell them that after the loss of a family member due to violence, that was a wake up call that I have to stop 

some things I am doing. I started going to bible study at Second Baptist Church, and that was a first. I still do not 

understand the bible but after going to class, I have seen that people around me are going through the same thing. I feel 

that if God can help them, hopefully he can help me. Thatôs about all I can say, I am glad things are changing in my life."  
(Submitted by a youth in the Second Baptist Church Youth and Teen Wednesday Night Bible Class) 

Minister Kevin D. Sanders, Youth Minister 

Youth & Teen Minister-Second Baptist Church-Ypsilanti 

Second Baptist Church:  www.sbcypsi.org 

MVOG Ministries:  www.mvogministries.com  

One day at the breakfast table, I closed my eyes and said my blessing silently. When I opened my eyes, my son 

(four years old at the time) had his eyes shut tight. When he opened them I asked him what he was doing. His 

response was, ñIôm saying my prayers.ò I then asked him what he said while his eyes were closed. He replied, 

ñNothing, I just closed my eyes like you doéò 

é...Sister Angela Verges  

      

Youth & Teen  

Worship Experience! 

�³�'�R���Q�R�W���E�H���D�Q�[�L�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�����E�X�W���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�����E�\���S�U�D�\�H�U���D�Q�G���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q����
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

�K�H�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�G�V���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W���-�H�V�X�V���´ (Philippians 4:6-7) 

A parentôs job is one in which you canôt quit, you will never be fired, and a retirement plan doesnôt exist. Yet we 
want to do the best job possible. This can sometimes be a challenge when our children are not cooperating. 
Although we may be tested quite often, we have to remember to be anxious for nothing.  Of course this is easier 
said than done. 

As I reflect on one particular stressful week with the kids, I can now laugh about it. It was a long week of driving 
kids to practices, dealing with homework struggles, and resolving sibling disputes. By the end of the week I 
looked like Moses after returning from Mt. Sinai. My hair had turned white (only around the edges) and I had 
two tablets. My tablets were Tylenol, for the stress headache.  

I wanted to resign from my position of ñMom,ò but instead I called on God. Then I called my mama, ñPlease 
come and get one of your grandchildren. You donôt have to take both of them, but at least take one.ò Weôve all 
learned that when you pray, you have to be patient and wait for an answer. But I thought that while I was 
waiting, it would be a good idea for my mama to take one of the kids.  

It is truly a blessing to have family (church family included) and friends with whom to share your experiences. 
The same thing you may be going through, someone else has already been there. 

We have to keep in mind that children are not always defiant (including mine); they have bad days just as 
adults. We just have to stay ñprayed upò and one step ahead of them. Prayer truly is the answer. Be anxious for 
nothing. 

                                 

 

  PARENTING 
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