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A Place To Belong!  
Why is the Second Baptist 

Church of Ypsilanti ñA 

Place to Belong?ò Genesis 

15: 6 says, ñAnd he 

(Abram) believed in the 

Lord, and He (God) 

accounted it to him for 

righteousness.ò  Not only 

did Abramôs actions 

d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s 

commitment to the  Lord, 

he also believed  in the 

Lord.  When you believe 

in something, or someone 

you trust that what they 

promise can be done 

(Numbers 23:19).  

Abram t rusted the 

promises when God said 

He could  provide. Abram 

didnôt know how God 

would do these things, but 

he believed the power of 

God could do what he 

himself could not imagine. 

Through the study and belief 

of Godôs Word, you too can 

have a right relationship with 

God.  

Attending church, Sunday 

school, prayer meetings, and 

other deeds of serving  the 

Lord are only outward 

appearances. These actions 

by themselves will not build a 

right relationship with God. 

A right relationship is based 

on faith. Faith comes by 

hearing Godôs Word, and 

having the heartfelt inner 

confidence that God is 

who he says he is and does 

what he says he will do. 

Your actions will follow 

naturally as confirmation 

and assurance of Godôs 

power. 

 Build a relationship with 

the membership at Second 

Baptist Church and we 

will serve God together.  

We will grow in His grace 

together. We will pray and 

if needed, weep together. 

But in all this, God will 

get the glory! For He is the 

giver and the sustainer of 

life. We belong to Him 

and he has given us a 

place to belong. 

 

What A Fellowship!  Minister Charlie M. Carter, Jr., Editor-in-Chief  

Serving the Lord and his 

people is a blessing. The 

more I learn of him the 

more I thank him for what 

heôs done in my life. The 

fel lowship  i s  t r u l y 

wonderful! Imagine, our 

Father gave us his son, the 

Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ; and has provided for 

those who seek him to share 

his life forever. Not only 

that, we can also encourage 

one another in fellowship 

by his Word throughout our 

life here on earth, and 

commune with the Son and 

the Father eternally in 

heaven. 

Pastor Williams is teaching, 

preaching and reaching at 

S e c o n d  B a p t i s t 

Church...come join us in 

the fellowship.  

As your editor of 

ñINSIGHTSò my passion 

is that you always be 

provided with the good 

news from Godôs word.  
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ñThe Church that 

Exalts the Savior, 

Equips the Saint 

and Evangelizes 

the Sinnersò 

Reverend  Van C. Williams 

Pastor 
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 God has blessed us to see 

another year.  It only seems like 

yesterday that the world was 

preparing for what had become 

known as Y2K.  There was a great 

concern as to what would happen 

with our technological society when 

we reached the year 2000.  It 

seemed to some that chaos would 

take place.  The major concern was 

due to many computers being 

designed to only read and recognize 

the last two digits of the current 

year.  So, the question became what 

would happen when the year would 

transition from 1999 to 2000.  

Would major computer systems 

shut down?  Would we experience 

difficulties with equipment used by 

hospitals, air traffic controllers, or 

other essential services that we 

require each and every day? 

 But what about the 

problems we face today.  We live in 

a world where everyone seems to 

be disconnected.  People are 

bombarded with many daily issues.  

The economy is in a spiral 

downfall.  Basic necessities have 

become increasingly difficult for us 

to obtain.  The family is falling 

apart.  And the government  has not 

the ability to assist us in 

overcoming what ails our nation.  

What do we do?  To whom do we 

turn? 

 Thankfully, we serve a 

God who knows all that will 

confront us.  He has the answers 

to all of our problems.  He is able 

to address all of our issues.  He 

alleviates all of our concerns.  

And whatever we find ourselves 

having to address in our lives, He 

has made provisions for and ï 

ñItôs in the Word.ò 

 ñItôs in the Wordò is an 

article that will be appearing in 

each addition of Insights, our 

church newsletter.  We will 

address many issues from various 

aspects of life.  These issues 

include personal, family, 

psychological, sociological, and 

spiritual matters that we deal with 

in our everyday life.  However, 

we will deal with it from a 

spiritual perspective based upon 

what the Word of God is 

teaching, hence, ñItôs in the Word.ò 

 If you need the answer to a 

problem ï Itôs in the Word.  If you 

are asking God for direction ï Itôs 

in the Word.  If you are looking for 

personal and/or spiritual growth ï 

Itôs in the Word.  If you want God 

to bless your home and family ï Itôs 

in the Word.  If you want to see our 

church become what God intends 

for it to be ï Itôs in the Word. 

 If there are issues that you 

would like to have specifically 

addressed, we ask that you would 

forward your request to our Editor-

in-Chief, Minister Charlie Carter.   

 When we preach, it must be 

based on the fact that ï Itôs in the 

Word.  When we teach, it must be 

based on the fact ï Itôs in the Word.  

When we serve in the church, it 

must be base on the fact ï Itôs in the 

Word.  When we minister to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, it 

must be based on the fact ï Itôs in 

the Word.  When we perform 

Outreach Ministry, it must be based 

on the fact ï Itôs in the Word.  As 

children of God, we must come into 

the reality that the answer to every 

situation that we will encounter in 

life, we will find that ï Itôs in the 

Word. 

ð VCW 
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òItõs in the Wordó                                                                          

Reverend Van C. Williams 

Pastor 
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Souled Out for Christ! 

From time-to-time someone would ask me, ñMinister Carter, what are we going to do with these young 

people today?ò I always reply with a questionð what do you want them to do? Our children constantly tell 

us they want structure. They constantly tell us they want to be loved. They simply donôt know how to say it 

or communicate their message of desire  clear enough for many parents to understand. Thatôs why 

ñsomeoneò non suspecting online, within the community, or driving through our cities can easily lead our 

children away from us...especially our young girls. 

 

Godôs word instructs us to ñtrain up a child in the way he should goò (Proverbs 22:6), but oftentimes our 

children communicate the way we communicate to them. Therefore, as they communicate their needs to 

usðtheir parents, we donôt understand what they want. A stranger comes along and hears immediately that 

these children want ATTENTION! They want LOVE! They want STRUCTURE! Ultimately these 

children receive the wrong attention, love, and structure. 

 

INSIGHTS is encouraging adults and young people to become a part of the newsletter staff.  We want the 

young people to have an opportunity to get involved with the congregation, and the community.  These 

activities will not take the place of the Youth Program, rather, INSIGHTS will provide alternative 

opportunities for youth to advance in their studies and to explore enumerable learning experiences; such as: 

photography, editing, interviewing, writing, typing, computer skills, design skills, visiting publishing 

companies, journalism and university class visits, television stations visits, and more opportunities to 

broaden their learning and understanding. And of course we will celebrate our accomplishments with 

dinner or other appropriate activities. 

 

You can be ñSouled Out For Christò and enjoy life! We encourage parents to get involved with your child, 

and in some cases it will be a MUST that you do. God wants his children to succeed and we do as well. 

Bring your young person to us and we will interview you and them to make certain this is what they want. 

If they want it, we want youðthe parent, to be committed also.  

 

For information about becoming an SBC INSIGHT staff member email Minister Carter: 

rogtworkshops@comcast.net 
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Godôs 

brought us this far... 

I t is with great pride and a happy heart that 

I pen these words of gratitude for a job well 

done by our Pastoral Search Committee of 

these past years.  Our patience certainly paid-

off and our heart-felt prayers have been 

answered through the arrival last September 

of Reverend Van Cedric Williams and his 

family from Mississippi. 

 

Personally, I have been truly blessed to witness a pastor 

who has a great zeal and respect for the work of the 

ministry.  Pastor Williams, I consider, is one of the best of 

a great lineage of preacher-pastors who have served this 

congregation down through the ages.  His thoroughness in 

teaching and making every moment a teaching experience, 

follows the example of Jesus Christ.  I am truly blessed to 

have an example that I can see and hear, and converse 

freely with.  I thank God for Pastor Williams and his 

ministry. 

I want to encourage us to grow in the grace and in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  We 

have a great opportunity to regain the position as leaders in 

this area and let men see our good works and thereby 

glorify Christ.  I encourage every member of Second 

Baptist Church to avail yourselves to our pastor and to our 

church that it/we may become all that God desires us to be. 

Rev. Wardell Jones 

Associate Minister 

Dear Beloved,  

Itôs a wonderful thing to be able to have a 

personal relationship with God, having the 

privilege to go to him in prayer. He wants us 

to make our request known to him although 

heôs an all knowing God.  

I prayed for a Godly leader to be planted at 

Second Baptist Church, Ypsilanti, seeing 

there wasnôt a shepherd in place when my family joined. 

God answered my prayer with a man of God in Pastor Van 

C. Williams. A man of Godly visions and a Godly man 

whoôs not only full of the Holy Spirit, but a teacher of the 

word. I see my knowledge in the word of God ever 

increasing under the leadership of Pastor Williams and the 

gift that God has blessed me with ever increasing. I realize 

that as long as Iôm obedient to the leadership of our Pastor 

the impact will manifest itself throughout our community 

as well as my family and the church.  So let us continue to 

follow Pastor Williams as he follows Christ, and we shall 

see the fruit  produced by  obedience.  

May God continue to bless each and everyone of us as well 

as Pastor Van C. Williams and his entire family. 

 

God Bless You, 

Minister Charles Johnson 

Associate Minister 

Praise Report! 

As Mary and I reviewed the questions presented to us as contributors for the 

ñAmazing Graceò section of the SBC newsletter, we decided to begin with ñHow 

serving the Lord has made an impact on our lives.ò We know that God had blessed 

us in a very special wayðmarried almost 48 years, parents of 5 children and 7 

grandchildren. We have lived in several locations in this country and overseas; all 

without major incidents. Weôd be remiss if we did not give tribute to our Christian 

parents who taught us ñIn accordance with the Word.ò In short, we truly thank God 

for the many blessings He has bestowed upon us, and we know to serve Him for the 

rest of our lives. 

Being members of Second Baptist Church has truly made an impact on our lives as 

well. When we moved to Ypsilanti 31 years ago, we immediately sought to find a 

ñchurch home.ò  Mary and I toured the city and were directed to SBC. It was our 

first stop, and the rest is history. We were welcomed in with open arms, and our 

children were pleased with our ñchurch homeò selection. We joined various 

auxiliaries and the children were converted, baptized and soon found auxiliaries to 

join. So we can say that SBC provided an access for us to worship, and a vehicle for 

our children in the right directions. Throughout the years, as members, we have tried to be thoughtful and generous, 

however, we realize we have received much more than weôve given. 

In terms of trying to assess both the impact of serving the Lord, and being a member of SBC, Mary and I  quite simply say 

that; the journey has been profound. We give God all the credit for what He has done for us and we are grateful for His 

having led us to SBC as our place of worship. Regardless of what we say or write, we will not be satisfied that we have 

covered Godôs ñAmazing Graceò toward us adequately. Mary and I know that God is ñtruly amazingò and that we have 

been the beneficiaries of an abundance of His grace and mercy. 

Sincerely, 

Trustee Al & Mrs. Mary 

Robinson 
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My brothers, as we end 

the old year and look 

forward to the New 

Year, we are thankful 

for all God has done in 

our lives. We must 

continue to ñTrust in the Lordò. Remain in touch with 

God through prayer and remind ourselves of just how 

important we are to Him. After all, He sent His only 

Son into the world to be our Savior. 

When we come to God we must come by faith. There 

is no substitute for a deep abiding faith; for it is by 

faith that we please God (Heb 11.6). If we hold on, 

we will win out. The profound faith and the 

providence of God will produce an optimistic and 

strong attitude.   We must have an attitude of love (I 

Corinthians 13:4-7); and an attitude of humility and 

of serving others (Philippians 2:5-8) in order to be in 

the will of God and to be about his business. 

Sometimes there are things that come into our lives 

which hinder our service for God and spreading the 

Good News. God has a word for us; promises that He 

will fulfill in our lives when we come to him in the 

right spirit. When the following situations enter your 

life there are solutions in the Word: 

Need Confidenceéé.. Read  Phil 4:13; John 14:12; Is 

40:31; Prov 3:26 

Troubles Hit Your Lifeé.. Read  2Cor 4:8,9; Ps121:1,2; 

Phil 4:6,7 

Financial Situationsé.. Read  III John 2; Ps 34:10 

Depressioné...Read Ps 30:5; Rom 8:38,39; Is 41:10 

Fearé...I John 4:18; Ps 56:11 

ñTrust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not unto 

thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 

Him, and He shall direct thy paths.ò Proverbs 3:5,6 

Deacon Daniel James 

MAN 2MAN  

ñGive her the reward she has earned, 

and let her works bring her praise at 

the city gateò (Proverb 31:31, NIV). 

Greeting my Sisters, and 

Praise God for a new year with 

new beginnings. Now is the 

perfect time to reflect upon 

your life and recognize your 

gifts and use them for the 

glory of God in this New 

Year.  

 

Did you know that Spiritual 

gifts are given to God's people 

by the Holy Spirit?  

 

All of us after conversion are 

given special gift (s) from God 

- you might be blessed with 

the gift of Prophecy, Ministry, Managing, Giving, Exhorting, 

Teaching or Helping Others. 

 

 When you use these gifts, you are walking in Godôs perfect 

will for your life. These gifts allow you to fulfill your purpose 

in service and building up the body of Christ. 

 

 I encourage each of you to pray for the manifestation and 

understanding of your spiritual gifts, and where these gifts 

and talents can be of use at Second Baptist. ñThe harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to 

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvestò (Luke 10:2, NIV).     

  

As women of God, we are to use our time, talents, and 

treasures diligently, faithfully, and continually in order to 

serve God completely in whatever we do.  

God Bless You,  

Sister Latitia Lamelle 

Your Gifts  
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Gjiõs Sweet Shoppe, is an Old Fashioned Sweet Shop that retails: 

Gourmet Popcorn, Nostalgic candies, ice cream fantasies and 

hard to find soda pops. 

Gjiõs is an all seasonõs venue that is available for families, tourists 

and all visitors to create long lasting memories and tradition. 

Gjiõs is the sweetest place in town. 

 

òLet Us Make Your Day Sweeteró 
 

3368 Washtenaw Avenue 

Ann Arbor MI 48104 

734-369-3012 

Owners: James & Pam Kimble 

A VALENTINEôS DAY ADVENTURE 

2 

http://christianity.about.com/od/topicalbiblestudies/a/whoisholyspirit.htm
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Spotlight 
on the 

Family 

I believe that we were led to SBC by 

the Lord moving through our Uncle 

Donald, and Aunt Deborah Scott.  My 

uncle and I had a conversation about 

religion several times.  But when he and 

I talked about his new church, it was 

something different.  He seemed to be at 

a certain peace with where he was.  So 

we visited SBC on a few occasions.   

At first I said to myself, ñI know the 

preacher will put on his best because of a 

new face.ò  Now, I know that was not the 

case at all.  Although the preacher saw 

me in the house of the Lord, he came 

with a word from the Lord.   As our 

family visits continued, several things 

were steady; the people and their 

sincerity in greetings and conversation; 

the preacher always had the word of God 

coming from the pulpit; and last, but not 

least, the overwhelming presence of God 

in his house!   

My wife said early on ñthis is the church 

we will be joining.ò  My family and I 

joined the SBC family in Feb 2006. 

 Our Lord did so much for me in the first 

5 months of joining SBC. The greatest of 

which I was not ready for.  At that time, 

I was a UPS Driver coming up on 6 

years of employment.  The first few 

years were very tough, and I was 

encouraged to ñhang in thereòðAnd I 

did.   

After joining SBC, UPS awarded me my 

own routeðThank you Jesus!  This 

meant no more lay-offs.  Our prayers 

were answered.  I boldly took this 

blessing before the alter and believed 

God would continue to be a provider. On 

May 25, 2006 we closed on our first 

home! Glory to God!  More Prayers were 

answered.  We again, had faith and 

believed.   

At the beginning of a work week, late in 

July, I had a little scratch in my throat.  I 

didnôt think much of it, because I was in 

and out of air conditioned buildings all 

day, and catching a little bug was 

normal.  By Thursday of that week I 

was hardly moving.  I called in sick on 

Friday, and was hospitalized on 

Sunday.  How did it come to this?  

The word went out, and the hospital 

room became filled with familiar 

faces, offering support to myself, my 

wife and kids.   

As I lay in the hospital for 3 weeks 

going through test after test, awaiting a 

diagnosis, I had many intimate 

conversations with our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.   

These events occurred 3 years ago.  

Since then, my family and I have 

relied  heavily on the power of prayer.  

As we have prayed together, weôve 

also seen our prayers answered 

together, and give praise and thanks to 

our provider and comforter.   

We have learned as a family to be 

sincere in prayer; to believe in prayer 

and that our Father will continue do 

for us; and we have learned, how to be 

still after prayer and let God be God 

for his will shall be done. 

The Derrick  & Renae Scott Family 

The Lord wants to bring a mate to those who will ask Him and have the patience 

to wait for His choice. 
 

There are some single people who are constantly out looking for a mate, and 

they are miserable because God has not sent them one yet. They have prayed 

and prayed, yet they still have no mate. Some settle for Satan's provision instead 

of asking God for the patience to wait for the one whom He would send. If they 

would look to Jesus and seek to please Him, rather than being (overly) 

concerned about a mate, soon (perhaps) they may find the right one crossing 

their path. Looking for a man or woman to just keep them from being lonely or 

just to fill their needs or to be a father or mother to their children should not be 

the only reasons for desiring a mate. They also need to be concerned about what 

kind of husband or wife they themselves would be for a mate. These single 

people are still much in the flesh if they just want their own needs met. They 

should ask the Lord to fill them with His love and peace. 

Being single is an important time to prepare us for marriage. It can also be a 

time to experience a closer communion with God. As we seek God to cleanse us 

of the world and help us become the kind of wife or husband that would bless 

someone, we will soon find that we are not lonely. First, the Lord would begin 

using us to bless others; then we will find we are content in Him. Eventually, in 

God's plan and timing, He will bless us with a wonderful mate so that both lives 

can be a witness for Him.  

 

"He who is unmarried cares for the things of the 

Lord - how he may please the Lord."   

1 Corinthians 7:32 (NKJ)  

 

The first meeting for the SBC  

Singles Ministry  

will convene  

Sunday 

MARCH  21, 2010 

directly after morning  

Worship Service 

For further information 

Contact Ministry Leader: 

Monique Daniels  
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"Now the Lord God said, It is not good (sufficient, satisfactory) that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper  meet (suitable, adapted, completing) for him" (Genesis 2:18 Amplified).  

Marriage is the second major choice we make in our lives, and we should never enter into it without much 

prayer. To rush into a marriage can be disastrous. The most important decision of our lives, of course, is our 

decision to follow the Lord. This decision is not a one-time declaration, but a daily determination to follow Jesus 

above all. If we allow the emotional or flesh  to dominate our lives we become more susceptible to the enemy 

leading us astray through someone. This area of the flesh should be brought under the Lord's subjection so that 

Satan does not get the advantage and consequently destroy our lives and ministries. So many have failed the 

Lord because they chose a man or woman over the Lord. We find this true throughout the Bible, too. Solomon's 

heathen wives led him into idolatry. Samson lost his eyes because of a woman, Delilah. David committed 

murder because of passion for Bathsheba. 

Our emotions need to be cleansed as they are not the sign of love. The true definition of love is "God is love." 

If God is not in a relationship it is not true love. What this world calls love is really lust since it is built on what 

the other person does for me, not what I can do for him or her. If the other person fails to keep up his end of the 

bargain, a divorce occurs because the offended mate is no longer pleased. This is the attitude of the world's so-

called "love." God's love loves without receiving back; God's love is forgiving and patient. God's love is gentle 

and kind. God's love waits. God's love sacrifices. 

Marriage  

Happy Ever After 

Man's emotions are not a reliable 

gauge upon which to establish a 

marriage relationship. We must 

know in the Spirit that it is God's 

will. It is much better to marry for 

character than for emotion. 

Emotions fluctuate; character 

doesn't . Emotions are in the flesh, 

and unless the carnal mind has 

been renewed, Satan can give us 

emotions or feelings of love for 

someone of his choosing.  

ñMarriage...It Was Godôs Ideaò 

STAYING HAPPY...with the one you love 

 

Love each other. Realize how blessed you are to be in love 

with someone who loves you. Say, ñI love youò often and in 

different ways. Surprise each other with gifts of praise to show 

your love. Remember that love grows in an atmosphere of 

freedom and trust, not from restraint and obligation. Do things 

to keep your love and romance new and alive. Donôt take love 

for granted, ever. Itôs such a blessingé 

Listen objectively to each other, as you would to a 

friend. Acceptance is a key to understanding and a buffer for 

tension and resentment. Donôt take things personally; give each 

other the right to have different opinions; the right to disagree. 

You donôt want anyone to control your feelings, so donôt try to 

own someone elseôs, not even the feelings of the one you love. 

Never stop treating each other like sweethearts. Talk to 

each other as sweethearts. Do things that sweethearts do. Share 

the chores around the house. Work together in achieving your 

goals. Do things just to make the other one feel loved, 

especially when he or she might be feeling a little down. Take 

pride in the way you look and act, for yourself and for your 

partner, but never let external values have more importance 

than the internal feelings of your heart. 
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